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Teaching Practice 
The Level 4 students are doing their intensive 
teaching practice this month in the neighbouring 
primary schools. The class numbers range from 
few to very, very large. In some classrooms, the 
daily attendance is more than 130. The student 
teachers work hard at putting all their 
knowledge of the new National Curriculum into 
practice, teaching in an active, learner-centred 
way. The external examiner from Juba 
University this year is Professor Sibrino Barnaba 
Forojalla, joined by Mr Charles Ikpiro, Director 
for Examinations, WES Ministry of General 
Education. 

 

  
Learning Computer Basics 
Learning basics in computer science is essential for student 
teachers. For many, this is their first time to have access to 
computers and to computer tuition. They are eager to learn 
and don’t want to miss the opportunity. They begin to learn 
various educational apps which are meant for teaching and 
learning.  

Welcoming New Students 
For the August 2021 admission, the college 
administration recruited 44 students. There are 
18 females, the first time that the college 
received such a large number. Solidarity always 
promotes the education of girls. In addition, 
most of the new students have been recruited 
from places which have never before had 
students in STTC, underlining the national 
character of the college. 
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  End-of-Semester Examinations 

 
The Level 1 and Level 2 student-teachers sat for their 
end-of-semester exams in July. Upon their return after 
a long break due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the tutors 
and students had to work extra hard to be ready for the 
examinations. Exams were conducted in a highly 
professional and diligent manner over a full week. 
Almost all the students successfully passed and moved 
to the next Level. 

New Library Books  
It is a joy to announce the safe arrival of new books for the 
College library donated by friends in Ireland. The 
consignment includes texts on Early Childhood Education 
(sponsored by Dr Mary Cawley, Galway), Creative Arts 
(Mary O’Byrne, Enniscorthy) and easy-read classics (Sr 
Rosaleen Cunniffe, Holy Faith Sisters). A selection of 
teacher-training and children’s books came from Principal 
teacher Mary Conroy and her husband Noel, and from their 
daughter Maria Harvey, a Special Needs teacher (Mobhi 
Road, Glasnevin). Thanks to all who have helped build up 
this precious resource for teaching and learning. 

 

 

  Visit of the Executive Director 
Fr Jim Greene made a short visit to STTC mid-July. His 
visit is always an encouragement to the students and 
tutors. He is supportive of new developments, creative 
programmes, promotion of women students to become 
primary school teachers, introducing Diploma 
programme, and so on. In his interaction with the 
students, he reminded them not to forget about their 
very purpose of the stay in the college, that is, focusing 
on learning. 

 
Meditation / Mindfulness 

STTC has introduced ten-minutes meditation every day. 
This is a very simple exercise done by just sitting in a 
comfortable position, closing the eyes and calming oneself. 
It helps settle down into an extremely calm and wise state 
of rest. STTC students are enthusiastic in practicing this 
exercise. They are hopeful it will result in more inner 
peace, creativity, success, happiness, good health, and 
reduction from stress.  

 

  



 Solidarity Teacher Training College, Newsletter; SNL-August 2021  3 

Safeguarding Session 

STTC organized a two-day workshop on ‘Safeguarding and 
Rights of the Child’ for the students and staff in 
collaboration with the Catholic Medical Mission Board 
(CMMB), Yambio. The resource persons made 
presentations on people’s health and wellness, Human 
Rights, different forms of abuse, and protecting minors 
and the vulnerable from neglect, emotional, physical and 
sexual abuses. The student teachers reported that they 
found the workshop very useful.  

  

  BOR Inservice programme 

Sister Guillermina organized a month-long in-service 
programme for the student teachers at Bor, Jonglei 
state. We are thankful for her determination and 
commitment in organizing such programmes, amidst lots 
of challenges and risks. Under Sister Guille’s leadership, 
Solidarity continues to offer its expertise to teachers of 
the neighbouring primary schools in Yambio. They 
receive knowledge in the areas such as the new 
National Curriculum of South Sudan, philosophy of 
education, understanding and handling children, and 
preparing ‘scheme of work’ and lesson plans. 

Creative Arts and Music 
With all students taking Creative Arts and Music, for two 
years, under the revised Certificate programme, additions 
to the Art Department are especially welcome. Mr Michael 
Prunty (FJK Dublin) continues to send useful tools by 
suitcase and recently by DHL; pictured are students 
extending thanks for the latest interesting additions to the 
Art press. 

  

 

 Revised Certificate Programme  
The Year-1 Semester-1 (Y1S1) students, starting August 
2021, are the first group to undertake the revised STTC 
Certificate programme. The new National Curriculum 
(2019) is the driver for these changes, which will be 
introduced in stages, over four semesters. We are 
grateful to the University of Juba and the Ministry for 
General Education and Instruction for the 
encouragement and advice in this major undertaking. 
Revisions will be ongoing 2021-22 as we work together 
to prepare our students for teaching, learning, 
reflective practices, assessment and leadership in the 
Primary schools of South Sudan.  

 


