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Bishop talks to the Students

The students had the privilege of a visit from Bishop
Eduardo Hiiboro Kussala, the Bishop of the Catholic
Diocese of Tombura-Yambio, on a Saturday evening. The
Bishop, always having a special concern for the STTC
students, came exclusively to spend time with them. In
his interaction with the students, he emphasized the
purpose of their presence in the college and the crucial
role of the teacher in South Sudan. He said that all
should strive to promote the culture of peace, love and
unity.

Remembering our Support Staff

The main pillars of Solidarity Teacher Training College are
the support staff, especially the cooks, groundsmen, and
the watchmen. The students are grateful to all the support
staff for preparing good food, keeping everything clean
and organized, maintaining the lawn so that it is beautiful,
guarding everyone and keeping us safe. All these actions
help make the College run smoothly.

Minister for General Education

Honourable Grace Apollo, the State Minister for General
Education paid a surprise visit to the College. She was
present at the student prayer assembly in the morning.
The Minister appreciated and thanked the students
especially the women who chose to be trained as
teachers. She iterated that the country needs more
teachers for nation building. She said that it is in the
hands of the teachers to train good leaders. She
admired the discipline of the students and their
involvement in sharing the responsibilities. The Minister
advised the students to be united in love and
compassion.
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Hume Koda-Bee – Diocesan
Family Day

The Hume Koda-Bee (‘joining hands together to do
something’) is an initiative of the diocese of TomburaYambio to raise funds to support poor families and to
help the Bishop in his pastoral and social ministries. This
year’s collection was to help people in parts of the
diocese recently stricken by violence. In Tombura,
Negero, Rii-Yubu, Mupoi, and Ezo, people have been
tortured, killed, and displaced. Solidarity College
extended its support to this initiative to help the poor.

Session on Safeguarding Policy
The safeguarding of children is a core duty of teachers; it
is covered across the curriculum at STTC. But it is also
fundamental to everything that Solidarity in South Sudan is
about. The safeguarding policy of Solidarity (Safeguarding
of Minors and Vulnerable Adults, edn. 24 June 2021) was
presented, at length, by Br Chris to the senior students and
all the teaching and administrative staff. Allotting a full
morning with compulsory attendance, underscored the
seriousness of the matter as did the fact that it was the
Principal who took responsibility for the session. Br. Chris
brought students and tutors step by step through the
policy, in plain language, and with great patience; the
proper channels through which concerns could be raised
were spelled out.

Visit of Professor Sibrino
Professor Sibrino Barnaba Forojalla of Juba University
recently assessed the Level 4 students on Teaching
Practice. He met with each individually to give
feedback but also spoke to the assembly and to Level 3
as a group. During his week-long visit he met all the
tutors, reviewed our examination process, and was
updated on changes to the curriculum. He was
especially impressed with the Library. STTC has been
affiliated to the School of Education, University of Juba
since 2014. The annual visits from a Juba professor to
Yambio help to strengthen this valuable connection.

Headteachers Meet
As part of a series of weekend workshops, headteachers
from a number of neighbouring schools recently attended a
final session at STTC. Sister Guille organized the
programme. The headteachers learned about school
management and strategic planning. Their active
participation and sharing of their experiences in running
schools with lots of struggles and challenges were
commendable.
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Visit of Paul and Sean
Paul Jeffrey is a photojournalist. He travels around the
world documenting life, poverty, war and hope with
International agencies. Sean Hawkey is a freelance
photographer/videographer with a special interest in
climate change, migration, indigenous people, human
rights, and faith. STTC had the privilege of having these
two acclaimed international journalists here for a few
days. They documented the life and mission of the
college for the promotion of the ministry of Solidarity
with South Sudan.

Final Exam - Level 4 Students
Level 4 students started their final round of exams in
the last week of September. Three-hour papers were
held in six subjects (Professional Studies, English,
Mathematics, Integrated Science, Social Studies,
Christian Religious Education) under the usual stringent
examination conditions. As they tackle these final
papers, the students are expected to draw on the
learning of the past four semesters. Qualified Teacher
Status is conferred by the Ministry of General Education
and Instruction on the holders of this Certificate; formal
examinations are part of the evidence-gathering that
standards have been reached.

Innovative Children’s Games –
Sr Rosa Le Thi Bong
Sr Rosa Le Thi Bong is a religious missionary (RNDM) from
Vietnam. She has worked at Solidarity’s sustainable
agriculture project in Riimenze for over 13 years. Fluent in
Zande the local language, Sr Rosa has led the development
of an area of bush, spreading over 100 acres, into a
productive food farm. She has a special gift of creating
innovative children’s games for primary schools. Before
leaving South Sudan for good, she spent a day with the
STTC students to teach them lots of games. It was not only
a day of fun and learning but also a trauma healing session.
STTC is grateful to Sr Rosa, and wishes her a great future.

Visit of Br Felipe Garcia FSC
Brother Felipe, a De La Salle Brother from Spain, is a
new member of the Solidarity family. Brother Felipe
lived in Togo, East Africa, for twenty-eight years. After
having completed seven years working for PROYDE, a De
La Salle Brothers Funding Agency, in Madrid, he has
volunteered to be a missionary in South Sudan. He
visited STTC where he was highly taken by the students’
interest in learning to become teachers. A man of
geography, Brother Felipe shared his knowledge and
experience with the students with great passion. STTC
wishes him success in his ministry, based in Juba.
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