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Thanks to Sister Ailish O’Brien 
  
Sister Ailish was a most popular and gifted teacher at STTC, where she served for 
almost six years. She was diligent and most creative in her preparation for 
teaching, leading by example. Her commitment in guiding student-teachers in their 
lesson planning during School Practice was extraordinary. Apart from teaching 
English and Professional Studies, and leading Curriculum Development, she taught 
Music and guided the Legion of Mary. The students always loved to have her 
presence. She has expressed her inability to continue missionary service in South 
Sudan due to commitments with her congregation, the Sisters of Mercy, back home 
in Ireland. STTC is grateful to Sister Ailish for all she shared here. We wish her 
well. 

 
Thanks to Mr Moses Mesereka 
 
Solidarity Teacher Training College expresses its gratitude and appreciation to Mr 
Moses Masereka, another tutor who worked at the college for six years. He was a great 
teacher, friend and guide to all the students. He taught several subjects during his 
time at STTC, including Physical Education and Health, Science, and Social Studies. 
Moses introduced lots of new initiatives including Scout and Environmental Club, and 
played a key role in organizing celebrations. STTC is ever grateful to Moses, and it 
wishes him a great future.  

 
Introducing New HR Manual  
The HR team, led by Fr Jim Greene, the Executive 
Director, conducted a three-day workshop for the 
teachers, administrators, and all the support staff. The 
core purpose of the workshop was to present the newly-
formulated Solidarity HR manual. The details of the 
manual were explained by the renowned lawyer Mr 
Johnny Saverio. The employees had an excellent 
opportunity to get to know all their benefits and leave 
particulars as per the South Sudan labour law. 
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  Visit of Fr Christy John 

Solidarity with South Sudan extends its pastoral ministry 
to Yambio. The pastoral ministry team, which is also 
mobile in nature, conducted a week-long trauma 
healing programme in Yambio. Fr Christy John from 
Solidarity Good Shepherd Pastoral Centre, Kit, 
organized the programme for the youths of Yambio 
diocese. He paid a visit to STTC and participated in the 
traditional cultural dance which was part of the 
graduation celebration. 

 
Graduation - 2021  
Four women and sixteen men were awarded the National 
Certificate in Primary Education. The first graduation after 
a long break due to Covid-19, it was celebrated in a grand 
manner. The honoured guests included a distinguished 
international scholar Sister Scholastica Nganda PhD, a 
Mercy sister from Kenya who is also a member of Solidarity 
and Director of the Kit Pastoral Centre near Juba, Mr Peter 
Mbia, Western Equatoria State’s director of education, and 
Fr Charles Tombe, vicar general of the diocese of 
Tombura-Yambio. The graduates expressed their gratitude 
to STTC for the free education they received; this support 
has made possible the dream of achieving Qualified 
Teacher Status. 

  

School Practice 

This October it was the turn of Level 3 students to undertake 
School Practice, their first time to take full teaching 
responsibility for a group of learners for four unbroken weeks. 
Teaching in a supported and supervised setting, receiving and 
responding to feedback has always been a key component of 
teacher education here in STTC; a high grade in School 
Practice is required of all. But School Practice is also 
important for the tutors, as it informs our teaching, ensuring 
that we are in touch with the realities faced by our graduates. 

 
Visit of Fr David Gentry 
Fr David Gentry, working for Solidarity with South Sudan in 
Rome as mission promoter, visited the college for two 
weeks. During his stay in STTC he engaged in teaching 
Professional Studies, particularly the new course titled 
‘The role of the teacher’. He also celebrated Mass in the 
community chapel and in the shelter, involving all. The 
students loved his teaching and interactions. As his visit 
overlapped with School Practice (Level 3) he had the 
opportunity to observe some students at work in local 
classrooms. He was impressed by the students’ teaching 
skills and commitment in the face of many challenges. 
Thanks to Fr Dave for his visit to STTC.  
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Affiliation with Juba University 

Solidarity Teacher Training College is happy to announce 
the signing of a Memorandum of Agreement with 
University of Juba that puts our affiliation on a more 
formal basis. Br Chris Soosai, the Principal, and Dr Awad 
Hussein Kheiralla, the Dean of the Department of 
Education, Juba University, signed the MoU on October 
25th. From now onwards there will be a closer, more 
structured academic partnership, with University of Juba 
signing the Certificate awarded by STTC. We thank the 
academic colleagues in University of Juba who have 
helped to move this process forward.  

  

Open University 
Four South Sudanese nationals have recently commenced BA 
studies with the Open University (UK) at STTC. Tutor Julius Kirya 
has embarked on the first year of the BA in Primary Education. 
Teresa Anthony, Joana Ilario and Ngbarago Sabrin have started 
the first module towards the BA in Early Childhood Education. 
The three women are teaching in primary schools but meet with 
Sr Jacinta Prunty or another STTC tutor on Saturdays to discuss 
their learning and to access the Internet. All four students wish 
to extend heartfelt thanks to their sponsors Sr Joan Murnaw and 
the Friends of Solidarity in the US, and Thecla and Pádraig 
O’Loughlin in Ireland. 

Diploma Programme at STTC 
  
Advertisement and recruitment for the Diploma in 
Education at STTC, commencing July 2022, is about to 
start. This new programme will be open to graduates of 
STTC and elsewhere with a strong academic record and 
relevant classroom experience. The Diploma will not be 
residential (at least, in the first year), and the sessions will 
be held four days per week in the afternoons. A tuition fee 
will be levied to ensure its sustainability. As a Diploma in 
Education, the long-term aim is to allow teachers to 
specialize in various subjects within the programme. Much 
interest has already been expressed and we look forward 
to welcoming our first intake. 

  

 
 

Flooded Dining Hall 
We appreciate the students for being so gracious and 
adjustable whenever they have to endure hardships. 
Yambio experiences four to five months of heavy rain 
every year. The normal lifestyle gets affected during 
rainy season especially while having meals. The dining 
hall is always flooded during heavy rain. In spite of the 
difficulties, the students have fun and enjoy the 
atmosphere. Looking forward to provide a new dining 
hall to the students.  

 

  


