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Annual Holiday Activities 
 
Many students from far states of South Sudan remained in the campus over 
the holiday period as the travel distance to see their parents and families is 
too great. Competitive and recreational activities were organized by the 
tutors to keep them busy and also to make their stay here as enjoyable as 
possible. The activities included cultural dance, modern dance, public 
speaking, creative drawing, Scrabble, choral and individual singing, and 
biscuit-making. Painting the blackboards and making curtains, gardening, 
cleaning the compound daily, repainting and decorating the library area were 
some of the recreational as well as useful holiday projects. 

 Games day with Children  
 
STTC students welcomed our young neighbours to a games 
day. To come into our beautiful compound is in itself a treat. 
The day was expertly organized and conducted, with the 
safety and well-being of the young visitors the paramount 
consideration. Our visiting professor, Dr McPhillips, arrived in 
time to observe the action; she was impressed with the 
professionalism of the student teachers and the delight of the 
children. Some puppets were ‘adopted’ on the day – anything 
students make for teaching practice that is surplus to 
requirements finds a ready home. 

 
Workshop on Finance  
 
The Central Office of Solidarity with South Sudan in Juba 
organized a capacity building workshop on Finance to its 
finance personnel working in different project centers. Br 
Sylvanus Victor Okon, the Bursar, and Mrs. Elizabeth 
Gibson, the Accountant, attended on behalf of the 
Solidarity Teacher Training College. The organizers 
highlighted definition of a capacity-building, budget 
planning and monitoring, book-keeping, and method of 
reporting to the donors and the auditor. Thanks to the 
Finance department of Solidarity. 
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  Visit to Solidarity Farm 

 
On 25 January 2022, Br Joseph and the Solidarity 
community at Riimenze welcomed the tutors and lecturers 
attending the training week in STTC. Solidarity’s 
Sustainable Farming was a highlight of what was, for most, 
their first-ever visit to Western Equatoria State. Br Joseph, 
a Marist Brother from Ghana, introduced the various 
activities including training of young farmers and the 
distribution of livestock which is a great contribution to the 
sustainability of agriculture locally. He added that they 
supply products to Yambio and respond to orders from 
NGOs and others for seeds, herbs and extracts from the 
moringa tree, for example. 

Br Adrian Watson FSC: A Text 
book Author 
Right through the holiday period, the children’s games day, 
dance events and the training in language and literacy, Br 
Adrian worked away quietly in his room. Starting with the 
Curriculum Framework and the new textbooks, and drawing on 
decades of scholarship and teaching, he designed, researched 
and wrote up the Certificate textbooks in Social Studies and 
Christian Religious Education. This is a major contribution to the 
college. We express our thanks to Adrian for this work, and for 
his gracious presence in the community these months.  

  

Literacy and Language with Dr Thérèse McPhillips 
 
English is the vehicle for learning across all subjects in South 
Sudan after P3. And for almost all students at STTC, as in 
schools across the country, English is their second, third or even 
fourth language. This is the challenge taken up by our visiting 
professor from Ireland, Dr Thérèse McPhillips, who at the 
invitation of the executive director Fr Jim Greene, and the 
principal Br Chris Soosai, spent January 2022 teaching on 
Language and Literacy at STTC, Yambio. 

Thérèse has decades of experience with student teachers on the 
B.Ed and Masters in Education programmes at Dublin City 
University, Ireland. She has been assisting STTC (in a voluntary 
capacity) since 2019 with the revision of the Certificate 
programme and the creation of the Diploma programme. It was 
a pleasure to welcome her in person and to learn from an 
expert in the field. 

Learners gain knowledge of the school subject while 
simultaneously learning and using the second (or third) 
language. This concept underpinned the lectures and practical 
sessions delivered by Dr McPhillips over two very full weeks. 
Week 1 was for students of STTC: week 2, for STTC students and 
tutors combined, also involved tutors and lecturers from other 
institutes and various Inservice programmes. This was the first 
time we have opened up the campus to other tutors and 
lecturers. 

Dr John Richard Otema and Emmanuel Loro, lecturers in 
Education at the University of Juba joined us, along with 
colleagues from Catholic University, Yambio, JRS Maban and 
members of the Inservice team at Bor. When the visitor 
numbers are added to the Yambio numbers - STTC tutors, 
Inservice facilitators, Open University students, and the 80 
student teachers here already - the result is a very full house. 
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Observations from our visiting lecturer, Dr Thérèse McPhillips, 

School of Education, Dublin City University, Ireland 

  I received a very warm welcome on my first 
day teaching in STTC. I was impressed with 
the quality of the students’ work and their 
diligence, trying to get everything right 
(correct) even though for many of them, 
English is their third language after Arabic 
and their mother tongue. During the many 
presentations they demonstrated some very 
good teaching skills and classroom 
management and use of ‘teaching voice’ 
even among Year 1 students. I observed the 
students in small groups co-operating and 
helping each other while making a variety of 
teaching resources for teaching practice. I 
was very impressed with the cultural 
dancing, planned, organized and presented 
by the students for all the visitors on 
Thursday. Some of these STTC students have 
very strong leadership potential, a hopeful 
sign for the next generation. 
 
From what I observed over a full month, the 
student teachers at STTC are on a par with 
student teachers in Ireland and the UK that I 
have worked with. There are some gaps in 
teacher knowledge, for example the 
conventions of spelling which arise from 
interrupted educational experience and, for 
some students, further handwriting practice 
is advised, but nevertheless, as a group of 
trainee teachers they are comparable to 
student teachers elsewhere. The work of 
STTC is of a high standard – and improving, 
with committed staff bringing expertise 
from many places. I look forward to seeing 
these students progress to graduation and 
take up classroom roles. From my short 
visits to some local schools, I can see the 
need for trained teachers is urgent. 

 

 

 

Solidarity Teacher Training College thanks Dr Thérèse McPhillips for organizing the wonderful workshop 
on Language and Literacy. It was a great success in all possible respects. 
 
We welcome our new students to our College and wish them a great success in their studies. 

 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 2022 

 


