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Easter Celebration 
 
STTC student-teachers actively participated in all the spiritual services 
organized in the local parish as well as in the Cathedral of St Mary during 
the Holy Week. The STTC choir under the leadership of Sr Rose Mathew 
(Y1S1 student) and Br Sylvanus Victor is highly regarded with its skillful 
musicians and talented choir members. The Palm Sunday procession was 
started at the college with the participation of many hundreds of people. 
The outdoor setting for the parish Eucharist on Easter Morning was 
beautifully decorated by the STTC choir members who were on site before 
dawn. Fr Joachim Oboi, a great supporter and well-wisher of the College, 
never fails to encourage the students to participate fully in all the parish 
events. 

 

Graduation  
Twelve student-teachers graduated on 19 April 2022. This is 
the group whose studies were most disrupted by the Covid-19 
lockdown; their perseverance therefore merits special praise. 
The graduation was celebrated in a grand manner as they 
most certainly deserve. The honoured guests included Fr 
Joachim Oboi, the Parish Priest of St Augustine Parish, who 
celebrated the Eucharist; Mr John Singira, the Mayor of 
Yambio, who presented the Certificates; and Mr Peter Mbia, 
Director General, Ministry of Education, Western Equatoria 
State, who delivered the Commencement Speech. The new 
graduates were proud to join the nation’s trained teachers. 
They expressed their gratitude to Solidarity Teacher Training 
College for the quality of their training, and for all the 
support they received to reach this day.  

Celebrating Culture 
 
Cultural Day was celebrated in the College on 8 April. The 
student-teachers, who come from different tribes and 
states of South Sudan, were proud to exhibit the richness 
of their culture through traditional songs, dances, art and 
drama. Solidarity focuses on peace and reconciliation and 
the promotion of unity among the diverse peoples of South 
Sudan. Appreciation and respect for the diverse cultures of 
South Sudan is embedded in all programmes of the college. 
The students displayed their excellent traditional dances 
and songs. It was delightful to watch how the students join 
with other tribes to learn their traditional dances and 
music. There was a great sense of unity and fraternal love. 
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  University Professors’ Visit 

STTC welcomed Professor Sibrino Barnaba and Dr John 
Richard Otema from the University of Juba, and Mr John 
Sebit Andarea, DG, TGMS, National Ministry of General 
Education and Instruction (Juba). The two professors 
undertook the examination of teaching practice as well as 
the ‘visitation’ of the college. The visit was part of the 
affiliation process and to prepare a report to present to 
the Vice Chancellor of the University. They witnessed the 
college in operation during a normal week of classes – 
curriculum, teaching and learning methodologies, exam 
processes, recruitment and gender make-up, campus 
facilities including the Library and hostels, the 
qualifications and experience of staff, and the national 
character and culture of the institute. The three visitors 
were given a very full and open introduction to the life and 
work of the College and were hugely impressed. 

World Earth Day 
 
At STTC we joined with other people of the earth village to 
celebrate ‘World Earth Day’ on 22nd of April. Conscious of our 
mission in the college and as future teachers, the 
Environmental Club took the lead in reminding us of God’s 
Creation through a week of reflections at Assembly and 
practical exercises in caring for the earth. All were challenged 
to ‘invest in our planet’ over the weekend. The subsequent 
sharing by tutors and students on what they had done was very 
encouraging: saving water, avoiding the use of plastics, taking 
care about hygiene, collecting and disposing properly of 
waste, planting trees and flowers and watering them, and kind 
treatment to animals were among the responses.  

  

  Ladies’ Football Team  
 
STTC is enthusiastic about forming a strong Ladies’ football 
team. The college is fortunate to have a number of well-
trained players already. The female student-teachers have 
committed to regular practice and take their training 
seriously. In the most recent match, the STTC female team 
played against Nagoori Women’s Football Club. Though the 
STTC ladies were defeated by one goal (3:4), the display 
was remarkable on the ground. It was spectacular to see 
that the match attracted a great crowd of spectators from 
the village. We wish our female team the best of luck in 
the Yambio League competitions. 

 
Arrival of the New Pick-Up  
 
The college has received a new Land Cruiser Pick-up for 
shopping and transporting bulky goods. There are one hundred 
and forty people residing inside the campus. Having a small 
pick-up truck is essential for shopping and for many other 
purposes such as carrying students’ luggage to and from the 
airport. The college also receives food items from Solidarity 
Sustainable Agricultural Project Farm, Riimenze, which is 
about 30 kilometres away from Yambio. It is to encourage the 
farm to be self-sustainable, while the quality and freshness of 
the foodstuffs are appreciated in STTC. The Pick-up has 
already proved its usefulness in and around Yambio county. 
Thanks to the generous donors.  
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New Missionaries Seminar 
Solidarity tutors who are new to the country recently joined 
with missionaries from different congregations, for a week-
long workshop ‘Introduction to South Sudan’. Organised by 
the Religious Superiors’ Association of South Sudan (RSASS), 
the participants reported on an inspirational week with 
excellent speakers who came with in-depth knowledge of 
their topics. Meeting together as religious and missionaries, 
most for the first time, was described as life-giving. Sr 
Jacinta Prunty and Br Sylvanus Victor were the participants 
from STTC. The workshop also helped to create a sense of 
inclusion: ‘We are together with the local Church working 
towards the same goal’. 

  

   
Awut Akok, New Graduate  
 
“My name is Awut Akok, a recent graduate of STTC, class 
of April 2022. I am married and a mother of three beautiful 
children who are currently staying with my mother and 
husband in Abyei. I joined STTC in May 2019 through Fr. 
Stephen Biong, the Parish priest of St. Mary’s Church, 
Abyei. The entry journey into STTC has not been easy for 
me since I had an Arabic pattern background. I studied 
from Nursery up to Senior Secondary School in Arabic 
medium in Comboni Primary School, Port Sudan. This 
proved to be a challenge during the application process 
into STTC, where I failed the initial interview. However, 
my determination to get an education was beyond my fear 
of failure. Sister Margaret Scott, the former Principal, saw 
this and advised me to take the bridging course for one 
semester to improve my English. 
 
Now I am proud that I am a qualified teacher. The college 
has equipped me with new methods of instruction as far as 
young children are concerned. The lessons taught have 
been valuable even to my own children. The college has 
also helped me to improve my leadership skills. I was the 
first female student president of the College in 2021. I 
never imagined that it could be possible at the beginning 
of my course due to language barrier. The excellent 
boarding facilities at STTC have enabled me to concentrate 
more in my studies without any interruptions. 

 
When I go back to Abyei, I will join the Comboni Primary 
School to teach, which will also support the Parish children 
and promote literacy in Agok. I finally want to thank 
Solidarity and its donors for supporting vulnerable 
communities in South Sudan to gain quality education.” 

  

 

 

Diploma Programme – Announcement 
STTC has been offering a two-year, preservice National Certificate in Primary Education since 2009. It is pleased to 
announce the launch of a new Diploma in Education programme. The one year (two semesters) non-residential 
course commences on Monday 18 July 2022. The Diploma will be awarded by the University of Juba. This new 
course will be open to graduates of STTC and other Teacher Training Institutes in the country with a strong 
academic record, relevant classroom experience, and commitment to education in South Sudan. Mr Julius Kirya, 
STTC Recruitment Officer is already in touch with potential students (kiryajulius884@gmail.com). 
 

 

  


