
Gender equality, empowerment and protection of 

women and children in South Sudan



South Sudan ðPost-Conflict or Conflit ?

September 2018: Peaceagreement.

President Kiir signs a new peace agreement with Machar and

other opposition groups in a bid to end the civil war.

May 2021: President Kiir dissolved and reconstituted the national

legislature under the terms of the 2018 peace agreement.

Both chambers were enlarged in the new legislature .



South Sudan
The political future of the country is even more uncertain

ü 2020-2022: A new wave of conflicts swept 

through the country, with an escalation of 

intercommunal violence. 

ü Internal conflicts remain numerous and 

violence is the order of the day

ü In 2022, more than two -thirds of South 

Sudanõs population, 8.9 million people, are 

in need of humanitarian assistance , an 

increase of 600,000 since 2021.

Source Data:

Å CIA The World Fact Book



High Level of Malnutrition in Women and 

Children:

ü 1.3 million children under the age of 5

ü 676,000 pregnant and lactating women, 

are expected to be acutely 

malnourished in 2022. 

South Sudan
The political future of the country is even more uncertain

Source Data:

Å CIA The World Fact Book



Women and Children in  South Sudan
EDUCATION

ü Out of school children: 

2,8 million in 2021 from 2,2 million in 2018. 

ü Extremely Low Literacy rate:

Less than a third of the population (34,5%), is 
literate (the rate is even lower among women, 
only 28.9%)

Source Data:

Å UNICEF òEducation in South Sudan Briefing Noteó ðDecember 2021 

Å CIA The World Fact Book



Women and Children in  South Sudan
Inadequate Health Services

ü 5.5 million requiring assistance to access health

services in 2021.

ü Less than one primary health care unit per 50.000 in

a large number of counties.

ü Maternal mortality rate is among the highest in the

world : 1,150 deaths/ 100,000 live births

ü Infant mortality rate : 64.77 deaths/ 1,000 live

births24.

Source Data:

Å OCHA - South Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview 2022

Å CIA ðThe world Factbook



Women in  South Sudan
Gender issues permeate all aspects of South Sudanõs development

ü Scant representation of women in 

the economy, governance, and 

decision-making mechanisms

ü Violation of universal human rights: 

early marriages and traditions

ü Sexual and gender-based violence 

exacerbated by the civil war


