
Gender equality, empowerment and protection of 

women and children in South Sudan



South Sudan – Post-Conflict or Conflit?

September 2018: Peace agreement.

President Kiir signs a new peace agreement with Machar and

other opposition groups in a bid to end the civil war.

May 2021: President Kiir dissolved and reconstituted the national

legislature under the terms of the 2018 peace agreement.

Both chambers were enlarged in the new legislature.



South Sudan
The political future of the country is even more uncertain

 2020-2022: A new wave of conflicts swept 

through the country, with an escalation of 

intercommunal violence. 

 Internal conflicts remain numerous and 

violence is the order of the day

 In 2022, more than two-thirds of South 

Sudan’s population, 8.9 million people, are 

in need of humanitarian assistance, an 

increase of 600,000 since 2021.

Source Data:

• CIA The World Fact Book



High Level of Malnutrition in Women and 

Children:

 1.3 million children under the age of 5

 676,000 pregnant and lactating women, 

are expected to be acutely 

malnourished in 2022. 

South Sudan
The political future of the country is even more uncertain

Source Data:

• CIA The World Fact Book



Women and Children in  South Sudan
EDUCATION

 Out of school children: 

2,8 million in 2021 from 2,2 million in 2018. 

 Extremely Low Literacy rate:

Less than a third of the population (34,5%), is 
literate (the rate is even lower among women, 
only 28.9%)

Source Data:

• UNICEF “Education in South Sudan Briefing Note” – December 2021 

• CIA The World Fact Book



Women and Children in  South Sudan
Inadequate Health Services

 5.5 million requiring assistance to access health

services in 2021.

 Less than one primary health care unit per 50.000 in

a large number of counties.

 Maternal mortality rate is among the highest in the

world: 1,150 deaths/100,000 live births

 Infant mortality rate: 64.77 deaths/1,000 live

births24.

Source Data:

• OCHA - South Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview 2022

• CIA – The world Factbook



Women in  South Sudan
Gender issues permeate all aspects of South Sudan’s development

 Scant representation of women in 

the economy, governance, and 

decision-making mechanisms

 Violation of universal human rights: 

early marriages and traditions

 Sexual and gender-based violence 

exacerbated by the civil war



Our Projects



Solidarity Teacher Training College (STTC)

Sustenaible Agriculture Project Riimenze (SAP-R)

Catholic Health Training Institute (CHTI)

Good Shepherd Peace Center (GSPC) 
and Pastoral initiatives

Education

Health

Agriculture and Food Security

Pastoral Formation and Trauma Healing

Our
Projects





The Catholic Health Training Institute has graduated 

208 registered nurses and 99 midwives

39% of the 307 CHTI graduates are women
and they are 38,5% of current students

85% of CHTI graduates are currently employed

Every year 2 graduates are sent abroad for 
further study in Health Science. At the end

they will join the CHTI team, as tutors

50% are employed in the National Public and 

Private Health Sector and 35 % in Mission 
Hospitals. 

Catholic
Health
Training
Institute



746 teachers have graduated since 2013 

72% of Solidarity Teacher Training College  
graduates are currently employed

17% of STTC graduates are women and 
female students recruited for 2022 are 

almost 50%

Solidarity
Teacher

Training
College

In July 2022 a one-year Diploma in Education 
started to upgrade graduates formation

From 2021, 644 teachers have benefited from 
workshops on the new National curriculum 

Introduced in 2020



Since 2017, the Sustainable Agriculture Project in 

Riimenze has conducted 37 radio talk shows to 
disseminate agricultural technical knowledge and 
nutritional information

In 2021, 1007 people participated in our workshops 

on agriculture, livestock and nutrition technical

knowledge and nutritional information

84% of workshops participants were women

In 2021, 256 households have benefited from work, 
agricultural training, learning on nutrition, 

distribution of pigs and chicken

100 elderly people are assisted with food 
provision and housing support

Soustainable
Agiculture

in Riimenze



Trauma healing workshops and training of 
facilitators,  in response to the needs 

of a population affected by years of conflict: 

2.650 participants

Peace-building workshops for healing, reconciliation 

and a lasting peace: 389 participants

Activities dedicated to supporting women. 

Empowerment workshops: 1583 participants

Formation of small Christian communities, 
catechists and support for the 

Diocesan Pastoral Teams: 2468 participants

Pastoral 
Init iatives

37,000 internal displaced people living in 
the POC camp in Malakal, supported by 

Father Mike who is a member of Solidarity.



Equal Opportunities!

One graduate, Nyadit Gatluel, 

supported to reach her goal of 

Qualified Teacher Status.

Graduation level 4 (5 Octubre 2021)



www.solidarityssudan.org
info@solidarityssudan.org
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