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My First Impression: Ms Foiza

In August, | had the opportunity to begin my journey as Library
Assistant at Solidarity Teacher Training College, Yambio. This
was my first experience working in an academic library and it
was both exciting and inspiring. The staff and students
welcomed me upon my arrival, helping me to settle in from
the start. During this period, | have learned the important and
in fact, vital role that the library plays in supporting teaching,
learning and research at the college. My responsibilities are to
assist students in accessing resources, organise books and
materials, and maintain the library as an environment suitable
for study. One of the highlights of my first month was assisting
students in using the library system to find books, journals and
digitals resources and | am happy to guide them in this. This
experience has strengthened my interest in library work and
has made me appreciate the value of information services in
education.| am grateful for the support of the Solidarity
Teacher Training College community and look forward to
gaining more skills, growing professionally, and contributing to
the development of the library and to the success of the
students we serve.

Diploma Students in their
Final Term

With a one-week interval between terms, the diploma
students have now begun the final term of their year-long
programme. The ‘Subject Knowledge’ courses they
explore this term include Christian Religious Education,
Environmental Science, and English (Professional Writing
for Teachers). For ‘Professional Studies’ they do courses
like Inclusion, Adult Education, and Whole-School
Management. They also continue to develop their IT
Skills. Balancing the demands of teaching all morning with
afternoon classes in STTC is not easy. We commend them
for their tenacity.
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Early Childhood School
Practice, PS1 & IS1

‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these’ (Mt.
19:14). The warmth with which the teacher brings to the
Early Childhood classroom matters more than anything else.
Students from Preservice 1 and Inservice 1 demonstrated
their grasp of how young children learn through affection
and thus becoming attached to their teacher during their
week-long School Practice from 11-15 Aug. 2025. The
activities included action songs, dances, games, colouring,
and counting. But there were also moments of quiet
companionship, where being near the teacher, and feeling
his/her love, was sufficient for the little children.

School Practice — Supervision
by Juba University

The 1S4 students, who are in their final semester, did
their final school practice from 11 - 21 August 2025. As
this is their final semester, an external examiner from
the School of Education, University of Juba came to
assess the students on their final school practice. Mr.
James Santino, the external supervisor, reported that,
despite the challenges of overcrowding, poor classroom
ventilation, and lack of space to display charts and
pictures, the student-teachers still performed very well.
The external examiner observed class management and
teaching approaches in the context of several challenges.

Visit to University of Juba and
Department of General
Education & Instruction

Professor Sibrino Barnaba Forojalla, Dean of the School of
Education and Dr Otim Gama Hassan, Head of Department
and Coordinator of Teacher Training Programmes in the
School of Education, extended a warm welcome to STTC
members on 26 August 2025.

This was Br Francis Agoah’s first visit to the University of
Juba in his role as Principal of STTC, and of Sr Dolores
Alphonso in her role as Director of Inservice Wau. Sr Jacinta
Prunty (Academic Affairs), a familiar figure in the
Department of Education, chaperoned them.

From the University the trio visited the Directorate for
Teacher Development and Management Services at the
Ministry of General Education and Instruction. Mr. John Sebit
Andarea, the Director General, extended a warm welcome to
the trio. At both visits, Br. Francis expressed his gratitude to
them for their continuing support of STTC over the years.
Professor Sibrino and Mr. Sebit plan to visit Inservice Wau in
early January 2026.
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Mr. Peter Mbia, Rest in Peace

STTC mourns the passing of Mr. Peter Mbia, which sad
event occurred on Saturday, August 2, 2025. He was a
member of the advisory board of this college and was
incredibly supportive of us in every respect. | understand
Mr. Mbia was a Catholic who participated actively in the
Diocese of Tombura Yambio, serving on various boards
and committees within the diocese. Before his passing,
he was the director general in the state ministry of
general education. Our thoughts and prayers are with his
wife and family as they try to come to terms with this
loss. May he rest in peace!

Welcome to Br. George
Onyango (Brothers of Saint
Patrick)

A hearty welcome to Brother George Onyango, a Patrician
Brother from Kenya, to Solidarity Teacher Training College
and to the community, Yambio. It is a positive sign that more
missionaries from Kenya join Solidarity with South Sudan.
After Br. Chris’ departure, the community in Yambio had
shrunk to four members. Yes, But the last sentence should
read, Br. George has a B. Ed, (Science) with specialization in
Mathematics and Geography. He is a welcome addition to the
‘motley crew’.

Solidarity outreach: First mass
of newly ordained priest:

On August 9, Fr. Joseph Amable from the Augustinians
Congregation celebrated his thanksgiving mass here in his
home after his ordination. Many clergy, officials, family,
friends, and community members gathered to thank God for
the new priest from the Diocese of Tombura-Yambio. In
solidarity with the Church, Srs. Sherly and Elizabeth, on
behalf of STTC, attended the beautiful ceremony. Fr. Joseph
shared his vocation story during his homily. After the mass,
attendees received refreshments and watched musical and
cultural dance performances. We congratulate Fr. Joseph
and wish him well in his priestly ministry.
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Blessing of STTC Inservice Centre, Wau

A solemn and joyous blessing ceremony took place on 29th August 2025 at Solidarity Teacher Training College - Inservice
Wau. It was marked by a Eucharistic celebration presided over by His Lordship, Bishop Matthew Remijio Adam, Bishop of
Wau Diocese. The event was attended by students and members of the local community, the state minister for Education,
representatives from the Catholic University and the State University.

The celebration commenced with the cutting of the Ribbon at the Main Gate of the campus and continued with the Holy
Eucharist. The bishop offered prayers for the institution’s continued growth, wisdom, and service to society. In his
homily, the bishop emphasized the importance of faith, education, and unity in building a strong and value-based future.

Following the Mass, the Bishop together with Fr. Hyacinthe Loua, the executive director for Solidarity with South Sudan,
formally blessed the centre, invoking God’s protection and guidance over the students, staff, and all activities that take
place in it.

The highlight of the ceremony was the hoisting of the national flag by the Honorable State Minister of Education, Mr.
Simon Athuai, symbolizing unity, patriotism, and commitment to educational excellence. The Minister commended the
Catholic Church for always blazing the trail as far education is concerned in South Sudan. He reaffirmed the government’s
support of the great mission of Solidarity with South Sudan. Solidarity with South Sudan, the donors and all those who
were part of this vision were remembered with gratitude.
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